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Mission Statement

Sharing the Love of the Heart of Christ is the foundation of the St. Rocco School community.
We are dedicated to creating a safe environment that instills
Catholic values and nourishes the development and growth of the whole person.
We are committed to excellence in academic standards
that prepare students to reach their full potential and meet the global challenges of the world.

Dear Parents,
It was wonderful to see so many parents at our Back-to-School Night last evening. I know how hard it
can be to be present for so many obligations at the beginning of a new year. I am hoping that you found
the evening informative, and also, that you were reassured that your child is in the best possible
learning and caring environment.
Providence College FriarServe Program…
In 2017, Providence College made a four year financial and service commitment to area Catholic
Schools. They donated $100,000 to the Diocese to be used for tuition assistance through the Bishop
Matthew Harkins Founder Fund. They also donated countless hours of service to the schools with
student, faculty and staff volunteers in areas, such as Reading, after school programs, homework help
and athletics. This program, renewed for another four years in 2021, is called FriarServe and it serves
five Diocese of Providence Catholic Elementary Schools. I am excited to share that St. Rocco’s is once
again one of the five FriarServe schools working in partnership with Providence College. Over the next
few weeks St. Rocco’s will have both staff and student volunteers from Providence College helping in the classroom,
tutoring, and running after school programs.
After School Programs…
This week we are sending out all of the information and permission slips for the After School Programs
that will begin the first week of October. There are many activities to choose from and we know that our students will
be excited to participate. Please return all paperwork by September 29th.
Sports News…
Basketball packets are being sent home today with any student who signed up as interested in playing
this season. We are looking to have 4 teams (2 boys and 2 girls) this year. To do this, we will need
enough players and coaches. Please call the office or send an email if you are interested in coaching.
The teams will be: Girls 4th -6th, Girls 7th and 8th. Boys 4th -6th and Boys 6th and 7th. To ensure
enough players for both teams and not too many on one team, the boys 6th Grade will be split. Congratulations to our
Cross Country teams and their coaches for another great meet yesterday at Roger Williams Park.
Colorathon Event…
There are now 108 students registered for this event. This is great news! Again, we are looking for full
participation even if your child is unable to be present on October 23rd. Thank you to the parents who
are on this committee for their time and hard work to make this the best fundraiser ever for our school.
This week’s prizes have an Art theme and next week’s prizes have a Game theme.
Parent Association Meeting…
The first general Parent Association Meeting will be held in Café Rocco next Thursday at 6:00. The
agenda includes planning for the Colorathon as well as planning for the other Fall events, such as the
Halloween party, Mother/Son Bowling and the Christmas Shop. All are welcome!
Please sign the Thursday Packet Envelope every week and return it on Friday morning. This is our
assurance that you are aware of everything that has been sent home either electronically or by hard
copy.
I wish you a blessed week ahead.
Respectfully,
Gina Hand/Principal

Col or-A-Thon
Please join us for our First Annual Color-A-Thon and Food
Truck event on Sunday, October 23rd at 1:00 pm. This a St.
Rocco School community event sponsored by the St. Rocco
School Parent Association. We are looking for 100% percent
participation to raise funds for our school children.





Students will be put in the weekly drawing for every five donations they receive.
This week’s raffle prizes are:
PK 3- Grade 2: Art Supplies
Grades 3-5: Art Supplies
Grades 6-8: $50.00 Target Gift Card
Siblings and family can participate in the event. They need to register online &amp;
pay $30.00 by October 7th to get a t-shirt and color pack.
 We are still looking for business sponsors. It is only $150.00 to be a business sponsor and have
your logo on the Color A Thon website.
Please remember to ask family and friends to donate for the Color A Thon.
 Next Week’s Raffle prizes are:
PK 3- Grade 2: Two Board Games, Popcorn Container & Candy
Grades 3-5: Two Board Games, Popcorn Container & Candy
Grades 6-8: $50.00 Game Stop Gift Card
Nurse’s News:
***IF YOUR CHILD IS NOT FEELING WELL, please keep them home and call or email the SCHOOL
OFFICE FIRST to report them absent. You may send an email to your child’s teacher and to the nurse,
but initially, the phone call/email must be to the School Office first. If you are unsure if you should
send your child to school, call the office to speak to the nurse. Please contact the Nurse with
any questions.

Monthly Dress Down Passes ~ Each month throughout the school year, St. Rocco School will
be offering special dress down passes for the month. You may purchase the monthly passes for
NOVEMBER ~ Mondays only for the cost of $5.00. Deadline for November Passes is October 25h.
Please place the money in a clearly labeled envelope with the required form your child’s name,
grade, along with your payment. (Checks ONLY)
Student Busing/Parking
Johnston Residents: please be sure you have submitted the required form to the School Office.
Johnston residents only use First Student. Any questions please call: 401-944-5880.
Statewide Busing: for students who reside in Region 3 – the towns are listed below as well as the
website for your convenience.
Barrington
Lincoln
Central Falls Pawtucket

Bristol
Cranston

North Providence
Providence

Smithfield
East Providence

Warren

http://www.ride.ri.gov/StudentsFamilies/AdditionalResources/StudentTransportation.aspx

Welcome to Our Staff
Geralyn Bergeron – Guidance Counselor
Hello St Rocco’s School Families – my name is Geralyn Bergeron an I will be the school
guidance counselor. I have been recruited from retirement and am thrilled to be working with
your children (grades K-5) using the Second Step Program. I will be working with your
children on Tuesdays and Wednesdays. I have 32 years of experience in Education and I am a
graduate of Providence College. I enjoy spending time at the beach, knitting, and sitting on
my porch reading a good book. Please feel free to reach out to me if you have any questions or
concerns,

Sabrina Valenza – Middle School Math and Character Ed.
Hello! My name is Sabrina Valenza, and I have the privilege of being the
new Middle School Math teacher, as well as the fifth grade homeroom
teacher this year! I am also the sixth, seventh, and eighth grade Character
Education teacher! I am thrilled, honored and excited to be joining the
staff at St. Rocco School. A little about myself, I am originally from a town
on Long Island, New York called Commack. This is where I was born and raised. After finishing
high school on Long Island, at a school called St. Anthony’s High School, I then had the
privilege of attending four incredible years of college at Sacred Heart University in Fairfield
Connecticut. After graduating, my career had led me to this wonderful state that I now get to
call home! I began my teaching career right after college and ever since, I have been able to
follow my dreams. I have now been blessed with the opportunity to teach and educate these
wonderful children here at St. Rocco’s. I want to incorporate many fun ways to help your
children learn. To give everyone some information on the workload and expectation for the
school year, each class will have homework assignments Monday through Thursdays, and we
will aim to have a quiz a week. As for character education, we will be focusing on improving
our understanding of the virtues and working on how to be kinder and more faithful
Catholics in our societies. I am looking forward to a wonderful school year this year and
educating your children in something that I absolutely love, Math!
**Something that I love to do in my free time is bake and hang out with my two adorable
puppies!**

Communication - Once again this year, St. Rocco School is using e-mail, texting and/or parent portal for
much of their communication. You will receive an email with the Thursday Packet along with any pertinent
attachments. Please familiarize yourself with the School Website.
 E-Mail Addresses / Text Notifications ~ If you are NOT presently receiving these notifications, please
inform the School Office of your address.
 Thursday Packets – As stated above the “Thursday Packet Parent Note”, Monthly Calendar and Lunch
Menu will be sent via email and posted on our website.
 Photo Consent Forms ~ This form is required annually for All.Students. We still have a little
outstanding. Please sign and return to school on Tuesday. (Per the Diocese of Providence) All
returning students completed the form as part of their online re-registration.

Absence/Tardy – It is the responsibility of parents to see that our students attend school daily and are
on time. Students must be in their classroom by 8:10am and are considered late if they enter the
building after 8:14. If a student is not in school by 11:25am, he/she will be marked as a half day
absence.
The only valid reasons for absence are serious illness of the student, a death in the family, or
permission from the Office. Students are responsible for assignments and tests given during their absence.
Your child must have a written note explaining why he/she was absent and bring it with them to school
upon returning. Students who are absent 3 or more consecutive days due to illness must have a doctor’s note
before returning to school.
Please call to notify the School Office by 8:30AM if your child will be absent. If your child is going to be late
and will be ordering school lunch, please call the School Office no later than 8:30AM so we may plan
accordingly.
DAY CARE NEWS ~ Just a reminder, any student attending the Extended Care Program must
have all necessary paperwork on file. A NEW, UPDATED FORM IS REQUIRED AT THE START
OF EVERY SCHOOL YEAR. Forms are available through the School Office and/or on-line. The
extension for daycare is #114. The policy regarding the receipt of payment: Please place
your payment (CHECK ONLY) in a clearly labeled envelope with your child’s name on front
and place in the LOCK BOX located in Café Rocco near the sign in/out book. Extended Care begins at 7:15am
and ends at 5:00pm. Please be prompt when picking up! *Extra charge if late! Also, when dropping off and
picking up from our Extended Care Program, you must park in the rear lot and use the side door designated
for Extended Care drop-off/pickup (located at the top of the ramp with awning). There is a door bell located
to the right of the door. Your child’s and your safety is a top priority. As always, your cooperation is greatly
appreciated.
Breakfast – Breakfast is available each morning starting at 7:45 and ending at 8:00am. Students may go
directly to Cafe Rocco where they will select their breakfast choices. A Chartwell employee will be there to
assist them. Please plan accordingly, so that your child will be finished with breakfast on time and they will
not be late for homeroom. The cost for breakfast is $2.00.
Morning Snacks ~Students must bring snacks from home. Snacks are not available to purchase at that time.
Lunch Program: St. Rocco School partakes in the Federal Lunch Program. The menu is
posted on our School Web-site. Your child may select the hot or cold meal choice. In
doing so, your child will receive the required food items of the entree along with
additional options of fruit and vegetables that they must choose to complete their meal.
Your help in explaining this process to your child, required by the Federal Government,
would be greatly appreciated.
Ordering Lunch ~ Lunch is $3.50. Please place the payment in an envelope clearly labeled: LUNCH MONEY,
your child’s name/HR and lunch choice. It would greatly help if you enclose the exact amount of cash or a
check. You may also choose to prepay for the week only. Thank you to all of the parents We cannot guarantee
their lunch choice after 8:45AM. If your child will be late, please call the office to let us know if he/she is
purchasing lunch. If you owe lunch for your child, please send it in the next day. Thank you!
Also, an application for Free and Reduced Lunch was sent home last week and is available online on the
School Website. If applying, please make sure the application is filled out completely with all the required
information and signed.
Please Note: We are a PEANUT, TREE NUT, SODA, SMOKE and GUM FREE ENVIRONMENT. Also, NO GLASS
CONTAINERS are to be used for a student’s lunch or beverage.

Lunch/Snack Shop Volunteers – We are looking for lunchroom volunteers, Monday –
Friday. You must have completed or complete the BCI/Safe Environment check. Please see
the attached Lunch Volunteer form. This is a great way to see your kids interact with their
friends at lunch and meet other parents in our school! The Lunch Volunteer Form is being
sent home as a hard copy and an attachment.

Fundraising Opportunity:
Meadow Farms GOURMET Fudge, Cookies & Pies Fall Fundraiser The fundraising packet was sent out last week. Don’t forget you may also use the
Online Option. Our school ID#1030155. Make all checks payable to “St. Rocco
School” and include the seller’s name and grade in the memo. Remember…up to 40%
of your sales are applied to your mandatory fundraising fee! Please adhere to the
deadline date of October 7th all returns are due to the School Office on this date to
ensure Thanksgiving delivery!

Lifetouch Picture Day – Lifetouch will be here on Thursday, October 20th to photograph all faculty, staff and
students. All students must wear their school dress uniform (including a sweater/vest), as these are the
yearbook pictures.
Save the Date:
Thursday, September 29th

Parent Association General Meeting/Color Run Event Meeting 6:00

Friday, September 30th

Independent Learning/Professional Day

Friday, October 7th

First Friday Mass

Supply Money- There will be a slip in your child’s Thursday Envelope, for those students who have not yet
paid for their supply money. Please pay the outstanding amount as soon as possible.

ST. ROCCO PARENT ASSOCIATION NEWS
“Where our Children always come first!”

Parents, Pops and Playground Event
The Parent Association has planned an event for the younger students. The Parents, Pops and Playground
activity will take place on Friday afternoons. The dates, times and grade levels are as follows:
Grades 1 & 2

Grades PK3 & PK4
Grades K
Grades 1 & 2

Friday, September 23rd

2:30-3:30pm

Each child MUST be accompanied by an adult.
Friday, October 7th
2:30-3:30pm
Friday, October 14th
2:30-3:30pm
Friday, October 28th
2:30-3:30pm

St. Rocco School is always so proud of the quality teaching and educational experiences that are provided for our
students. We are so excited this year to offer new programs. Please take the time to go over the flyers/registration forms
that are included in your child’s Thursday Packet. The deadline for returns is Thursday, September 29th.

Friends
of Jesus

Strings/Violin
Lessons

Dance
Program

Crazy8’s
Math Club

Grades K-4

Grades 3-5
2:35pm-3:15pm

2:35pm-3:35pm 5-8

2:35pm-3:30pm
Classes held on
Wednesdays.

Classes held on
Tuesday.

Instructor:
Miss Denise

Instructor:

Grades K-8
2:35pm-3:15pm
Classes held on
Monday
Instructor:
Sr. Daisy

Grades K-8
2:35pm-3:15pm K-4

Classes held on
Thursday.

Mrs. Fuller

Instructor:
Mrs. Rachdouni

Basketball
Development

Soccer
Club

Grades 2-4

Grades 2-4

3:30pm-4:30pm

2:35pm-3:45pm

Classes held on
Monday

Classes held on
Tuesday

Instructor: Mr.
Walker

Instructor: PC
Staff/Students

Art
Club
Grades K-3

Newspaper
Club
Grades 6-8

2:35pm-3:45pm

2:35pm-4:00pm

Classes held on
Wednesday

Classes held on
Thursday

Instructor: PC
Staff/Students

Advisor:
Mrs. Scotti

Kindergarten fun while learning!

Follow us and stay up to date with all the good things happening
@saintroccoschool
Be kind be kind to one another, compassionate, forgiving one another as God has forgiven you in Christ.
Ephesians 4:32

CHRIST is the reason for this school.

~in our minds, on our lips, and always in our hearts~

