
 
 
 

January 26, 2023 
 
Dear Parents, 

Catholic Schools’ Week begins this Sunday with the opening Mass at 10:00 a.m. Our students from Student Council, 
Honor Society and Choir will be taking part in this Mass. All are welcome! Mass will be followed by an Open House with 
tours by appointment. Grade 7 will have their inventions from the “Invention Convention” on display for their parents to 
view between 11-1:00 pm.  

Some Background on Catholic Schools’ Week: 

 “Forty-nine years ago, in 1974, Catholic Schools Week was established by the National Catholic 
Education Association as an opportunity to celebrate the value of Catholic education, not just to the 
Church, but to society as a whole. I remember that first Catholic Schools Week well. At the time, I was 
teaching literature and religion to 7th and 8th graders, directing the school’s plays, coaching girls’ 

basketball, and serving as a substitute cheerleading moderator and Girl Scout leader. In those days, like today, everyone 
who taught or worked in a Catholic School pitched in and took responsibility for all aspects of the school’s life and 
culture. We worked together to ensure that the Catholic school experience was---for each member of the community---
an education for life.” 

This excerpt was taken from an article written by one of my previous Catholic School teachers. I was one of those 7th 
Graders on the basketball team, in the school play and sitting in that ELA classroom. While I did not know at the time 
that being an educator in a Catholic School would be my vocation, I did know that there was something very special 
about going to a Catholic School. Today I know that it is not just something special, but everything special. While 
education has changed tremendously since 1974, the Faith, respect and nurturing environment in Catholic Schools has 
remained the same. St. Rocco School truly is more than just a school. It is a home away from home for our students to 
return to long after they graduate. 

I am hoping that you will take a few minutes to read the following articles on Catholic Education and know that you 
are making the right choice for your children. I think that both articles are exceptionally relevant as Catholic Schools’ 
Week approaches. 

On October 27, 2022, the article that is attached, “Amid the Pandemic, Progress in Catholic Schools” by Kathleen Porter-
Magee appeared in the Wall Street Journal. 

This past Monday, the following article (link below) appeared in the New York Post reinforcing Kathleen Porter-Magee’s 
earlier findings and article. 

Why Catholic Schools Didn't Fail While Public Ones Did During COVID 

The bottom line of both articles is that Catholic Schools succeeded where other schools did not. Ms. Porter-Magee notes 
the significant nationwide drop in 4th and 8th graders since 2019 in both reading and math. This drop did not occur in 
Catholic Schools where both 4th and 8th graders scored significantly higher than other students. She speaks to the very 
different experiences of Catholic school students during this same time period. The reporter notes that while the 
pandemic “set a generation of students back … Catholic schools were a bright spot,” by keeping their doors open for in-
person learning and demonstrating how “community focused, mission-driven leadership can benefit children.” 
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Along with the opening of Catholic Schools’ Week Mass this Sunday, it is also the beginning of Open registration for the 

2023-24 school year. If you have not had your interview and reregistered, please call the office to arrange this. If you 

know of someone who is interested in attending St. Rocco School, now would be the time for them to inquire and 

schedule a tour. We will continue with our Referral Program this year. Please see the attached letter outlining this 

program. Basically, by referring someone who registers for St. Rocco School, you can earn a monetary or tuition credit of 

either $250 or $500 off next year’s tuition.  
 

Finally, last week a hard copy flyer was sent home in the Thursday Packet describing all of the 
activities that will be taking place next week as we celebrate our school community and Catholic 
faith. A copy of these activities is being sent again as an attachment. First up on Monday is Career 
Day, an opportunity for all students to “dress as their career” and share their career hopes with their 
classmates or a panel (7th and 8th Grades). Students should come to school dressed in the dress of 

their career. There truly is so much to celebrate! 

Have a wonderful Catholic Schools’ Week! 

Respectfully, 

Regina M. Hand 

                                         

                         After School Activities 

Friends of Jesus ~ Sister Daisy (K-8) - Classes held on Monday from 2:35 to 3:15 pm.  

 Dance Program Denise’s Dance (K-4) -  Classes held on Wednesdays from 2:35 to 3:30 pm.   

 

Strings ~ Instructor: Mrs. Rachdouni 

 Tuesdays for Grades K-4  2:35pm – 3:15pm 

 Wednesdays for Grades 5-8.   2:35pm – 3:15pm 

    

           Crazy8’s Math Club – Mrs. Fuller (3-5) – Classes held on Thursdays 2:35 – 3:15 pm.                                                        
     

                                          SAVE THE DATE 

 

 
Sunday, January 29th 

Family Mass at 10am 
Catholic Schools Week Begins 

Tours by Appointment Only 11am-1pm 
 

January 29th – February 3rd 
 

Catholic Schools Week 
 

Monday, February 6th 
 

100th Day of School 
 

 
Wednesday, February 22nd 

 
Ash Wednesday 

 
Friday, February 10th 

 
PK3, PK & K Valentine Celebration 

 
February 20-24th 

 
Winter Break 



 

CLASSROOM NEWS 

7th & 8th Religion - Following in Jesus' Footsteps 

The 7th and the 8th graders students of St. Rocco take their religion classes very seriously. 

The 7th Graders Religion Program, "Jesus Christ the Way, the Truth and the Life" leads the 
students to understand who Jesus is and reminds them of God's unconditional love for them. 
Throughout the program, the students are led to reflect on the person of Jesus and are 

challenged to respond to his teachings by living according to his values.  

In these past months, the students have reflected upon the fact that 

Jesus invites them to deepen their friendship with him. They have 
learned how the Gospels came to be written and have become acquainted 
with the culture of the first-century Palestine. 

The 8th graders have been very busy learning about the history of the Church and how the 
Holy Spirit has guided and protected it since the very beginning. As they become acquainted 
with the history of the Church, they are challenged to grow stronger in their faith and to 

understand that their God's given gifts are to be used to build a stronger Church and a better 
society. Their religion program leads them to see themselves as valuable members of the body 

of Christ and it motivates them to be witnesses of Christian values wherever they are. They 
understand that it is through them that Jesus continues to love, teach, heal.... They also 
understand that just as each puzzle piece is important, so every person is vital for the 

wellbeing of the world we are in.      

Right now the 8th graders are studying the four marks of the Church. They are 
learning that the Church is one, holy, Catholic, and Apostolic. As they study 

these marks, they reflect on the notion that, as followers of Christ, they too are 
called to help serve the mission of the Church. 

All through the program, students are led to reflect upon the fact that Jesus accepts them 
as they are and challenges them to grow and to become the best that they can possibly be. 

I am sure that what the students are learning in their religion program will enable them to 

live a happier and more fulfilled life. 

Sr. Mary Antoinette, FMH 
Religion Teacher 

 
 
 
Pro-Life Baby Shower –All items and donations collected will go toward the Project Gabriel 
sponsored by the Diocese of Providence for young mothers who chose life for their baby!  
We will continue to collect items for our annual Pro-Life Baby Shower until February Winter 
Recess. We thank you in advanced for your generosity. Please refer to flyer posted on the 
school website 

 
 



St. Rocco School Happenings this past week 
                            

Sister Daisy’s 2nd grade class celebrating School Choice Week  

 
 
 

                                          

 

                    Honor Society Students making a sweet treat for local Nursing Home 

                  

Spelling Bee Winners 
 

Congratulations to our Spelling Bee Winners:  
Nicholas Scotti – 1st place 
Nakayla Chao – 2nd place 

 

 
 

 
 

 

Virtue of the Month - Faith 
 

“Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen.” 
Hebrews 11:1 

                  
 
 
                Follow us and stay up to date with all the good things happening @saintroccoschool.org 

 
-CHRIST is the Reason for this school. 

-in our minds, on our lips, and always in our hearts- 
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